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The dialectical character of each note and the constant balancing in Newman’s entire analysis between 
loyalty to history and the courage for those innovations necessary to retrieve or sustain it is summed up in 
the sixth note of genuine development. “Conservative action upon its past” avoids slavery both to the 
fashions of novelty and to the romantic appearance of seeming to repeat or continue on the past. The 
spiritual and ecclesial innovations of Prouille were developed in the service of maintaining the ancient faith 
as a real option in the Midi of its time. Accommodation and renovation, properly understood, belong 
together. The pace of such innovation is described by Newman in his final note, looking for an alternative 
both to activism and lethargy. Continuous innovative energy, the “chronic vigour” that sets aside both the 
sudden violence of the revolutionary and the slow violence of suicidal passivity, is again a standard that 
enables and focuses rather than ends debate. But it also suggests why it would be more of a corruption than 
a development to neglect this 800th anniversary. 
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