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“According to the Christian message, therefore, man's relationship to his neighbor is bound up with his relationship to
God ... Christian love of neighbor and justice cannot be separated. For love implies an absolute demand for justice,
namely a recognition of the dignity and rights of one's neighbor. Justice attains its inner fullness only in love.” Synod of
Bishops, Justice in the World (Justitia in Mundo), 1971

An enthusiastic group of over 130 participants gathered at ODU for the Symposium on Catholic
Social Teaching. This day of study and dialogue featured a variety of theologians, philosophers and
historians who addressed topics including: “Catholic Social Teaching: The Historical Context,” (The Most
Rev. Frederick F. Campbell, D.D., Ph.D., keynote speaker.); “Peace and War in Catholic Social Teaching,”
(Dr. Ronald Carstens, Professor of Political Science at ODU); “Catholic Social Teaching: Practical Steps,”
(Dr. William Finan, Office of Emergency Management, Washington, D.C.); “Peace and Justice: A View from
Catholic Social Teaching,” (Dr. Darlene Fozard Weaver, Director, the Theology Institute, Villanova
University); “Conflict Resolution and Peace,” (Dr. Cyril Orji, Assistant Professor Department of Religious
Studies, University of Dayton); and “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God: American Catholics and Social
Reform from World War | through the Cold War,” (Dr. Kathleen Riley, Professor of History, ODU). The
Symposium included celebration of the Eucharist followed by a luncheon and concurrent sessions.



John L. Allen, Jr.

President Brian Nedwek welcomes
John to the ODU campus

John L. Allen Jr. Speaks on the Topic
The Church and the Political Landscape

On October 2, 2008, John L. Allen Jr., Senior Correspondent for the National Catholic
Reporter and senior Vatican analyst for CNN delivered an insightful and challenging
lecture on the topic the Church and the Political Landscape. John traveled with Pope
Benedict XVI on his recent trip to the United States. In the summer of 2006, Allen
established a new office in New York, allowing him to expand his coverage of both the
American Church and the global Catholic scene, while continuing to keep his eye on Rome.
His weekly Internet column, formerly "The Word from Rome" and now rechristened as "All
Things Catholic,” has a wide international readership. He speaks widely on Catholic affairs
in the United States and around the world. He is considered the best source of insight into
Vatican affairs in the English language. Mr. Allen’s work has been published in The Tablet,
Jesus, Second Opinion, The Nation, The Miami Herald, Die Furche and The Irish
Examiner. He is the author of several books, including; Pope Benedict XVI: A Biography of
Joseph Ratzinger, All the Pope's Men: The Inside Story of How the Vatican Really Thinks,
Opus Dei: An Objective Look Behind the Myths and Reality of the Most Controversial Force
in the Catholic Church, The Vatican’s Enforcer of the Faith and Conclave: The Politics,
Personalities and Process of the Next Papal Election.

Under the direction of Dr. Phillipa Burgess, the ODU concert choir filled
the Art Gallery with beautiful song as guests attending the John Allen
welcome dinner listened to a variety of classical musical selections.




Truth Seekers Luncheon Reflection Session #1
TOPIC: Promoting Ethics in the Workplace

On November 13, 2008, thirty-five members of the ODU faculty/staff gathered
to participate in the first of a series of reflection luncheons sponsored by the
Center for Dominican Studies. The featured presenters included Christopher
Scott, adjunct professor of Ethics in Business and Dr. John Grant, Associate
Professor of Business at Ohio Dominican University.

Dr. Grant opened the session by outlining the importance of promoting ethics
in the workplace particularly at this time in the history of the world community

Dr. John Grant welcomes participants. when a climate of ethics in many workplaces indicates a lack of integrity, trust
and service to the common good. Christopher Scott shared multiple
practical ways in which promotion of workplace ethics are possible on a daily
basis. A lively sharing and discussion followed. Two copies of James L.
Nolan’s book entitled Doing the Right Thing at Work were available through
a free raffle. Doing the right thing at work isn't always easy. Nolan's book on
moral values and business ethics is based upon the challenges and
successes of business and professional leaders he found in the stories they
shared during course of monthly Woodstock Business Conference meetings.
The book proposes a five-point program for wholeness and integrity that
emerged from serious theological reflection upon "“the firing line" experiences
of men and women who gathered to integrate their faith and professional

lives.
Christopher Scott

Dominican Life of the Mind Lecture
A Global View of the Dominican Family: The African
Connection

On October 24, 2008, Adele Sheffieck an extended family member
of the Dominican Sisters’ Congregation of St. Mary of the Springs,
having served in the ministry of the congregation for 20 years, was
guest lecturer at the Fall 2008 Life of the Mind event. Adele has
served as a lay minister in parishes, seminaries, hospitals, and now
as a facilitator of Mid-Life and Long Life Directions workshops both
nationally and internationally. In April and May of this year she and
Sr. Janice Bachman, OP went to Zambia, Africa to share workshops
and retreats with the Dominican Sisters of Zambia . During their time
there they learned of the Sisters' ministries in education and

in the care of orphaned and abandoned children because of poverty
and the prevalence of HIV/AIDS. Adele presented the informative
and moving story of their journey to Zambia, Africa. The plight of
the poor and suffering in that country was uplifted by the joyful and

Adele converses with two Dominican Sisters from hopeful spirit of the sisters and people they met along the way.

Africa who are studying at Ohio Dominican.



Dominican Conversation
Circles Dinner

Featured
Fr. Edmund Hussey, Ph.D.

Dr. Brian Nedwek and his wife Judy welcomed Fr.
Hussey to the evening event. Below, student

We are Programmed for Heaven! participants pose for the camera.

On the evening of November 18, 2008, Father M. Edmund Hussey, Ph.D.,
retired seminary professor and pastor of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati guided the
audience through a reflection on life and death that was filled with hope, love and
joy. Fr. Hussey has been living in Columbus where he now does part-time
weekend assistance at St. Agatha Parish and also teaches as an adjunct professor
in Ohio Dominican University's master's program in theology. The theme for this
lecture, We are Programmed for Heaven, focused on God'’s loving kindness and
forgiveness as exhibited in sending his son Jesus into the world to show us the
way to live and prepare for our heavenly home. This was a perfect Advent event
for all those who gathered. Father’s input evoked many comments, questions and
challenges.

Upcoming Spring 2009 Events
January 22, 2009 Aquinas Convocation
10:30 AM Matesich Theatre

Featuring: Fr. Chrys McVey, O.P.

Chrys McVey is a member of the Dominican Province of Pakistan
where he worked for many years before moving to Rome where he
served as Socius for the Apostolic Life to the Master of the Dominican
Order. He is a corresponding member of the Dominican Institute for
Oriental Studies in Cairo.

12:00 NOON MASS CHRIST THE KING CHAPEL

Dominican Life of the Mind Series

*Promoting the Search for Truth via the Internet

February 5, 2009 Colonial Room, Sansbury Hall @ 7:00 PM Featuring: Scott Steinkerchner, OP
*Catherine of Siena: Emissary of Peace

April 29, 2009 Colonial Room, Sansbury Hall @ 7:00 PM Featuring: Mary O’Driscoll, OP

Truth Seekers Luncheon Series

«Dominican in Africa: A Collaborative Experience

February 11, 2009 Colonial Room, Sansbury Hall @ 12:00 Noon — 1:30 PM

Featuring: Sr. Roberta Miller, OP, Ph.D., Sr. Bettina Mollica, OP,, and Dr. Imali J. Abala
«Catherine of Siena and Her Circle of Dominican Lay Women: Practical Mystics

March 5, 2009 Colonial Room, Sansbury Hall @ 12:00 Noon — 1:30 PM

Featuring: Dr. Ann Hall, Dominican Associate and Professor of English, Ohio Dominican University.

Dominican Conversation Series Dinner

«Politics, Spirituality and the Common Good

March 27,2009  Colonial Room, Sansbury Hall 6:00-7:30 PM Featuring: Barbara E. Wall, Ph. D., Special Assistant to the President for
Mission at Villanova University and Associate Professor of Philosophy.



Dominican Conversation Circles Series #1

Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the
Publication of G.K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy
September 3, 2008

An enthusiastic group of students, faculty, staff and friends of
ODU attended the first in a series of Dominican Conversation
Circles dinners sponsored by The Center for Dominican Studies.
This session, led by three ODU professors was designed as a
special celebration of the 100" anniversary of the publication of
G.K. Chesterton’s publication entitled Orthodoxy. Each
professor gave a creative and thought provoking presentation on
how Chesterton’s works hold both insights and challenges for

us today. Truly something to celebrate!
Faculty Panel included Dr. Leo Madden, Associate Professor of B . . L
Theology, Dr. Juliette Schafer, Associate Professor of English, You can only find truth with logic if you have already found

and Dr. Walter Kokernot, Associate Professor of English truth without it.” (Chesterton)

G.K. Chesterton

The panel presentation sparked an interesting and enthusiastic dialogue among participants.

Fall 2008 Book Study Groups Prompted In-depth Conversations among Participants

During the Fall semester, over forty faculty, staff and friends of ODU patrticipated in the Book Study sessions sponsored
by The Center for Dominican Studies. The first text considered was the book entitled Jesus Before Christianity (25"
Anniversary edition) by Albert Nolan, OP. In his book, Nolan’s portrait of Jesus introduces the reader to the man as he
was before he became enshrined in doctrine, dogma, and ritual, a man deeply involved with the real problems of his
time, which are the real problems of our time as well. Michael Fitzgerald and Borrelli’s Interfaith Dialogue: A Catholic
View offered to the readers a fresh insight into developments in inter-religious dialogue between world religions and the
Catholic Church. Participants were able to better understand and discuss how dialogue has been central to the Church’s
attempt to improve understanding and interchange among the world’s religious traditions, particularly during the long
pontificate of John Paul II.



Fr. Thomas Michel, S.J.

Fr. John Boll, OP, Dr. Barbara Finan and Fr. Stephen
Fitzhenry, OP, visit with Fr. Michel in The Center for
Dominican Studies.

Previous to the lecture, Fr. Michel engaged participants
in one-on-on conversation.

On November 7, 2008, Christ the King chapel in Sansbury Hall provided
the perfect venue for the public lecture on Interreligious Dialogue delivered
by Jesuit Father Thomas Michel, S.J. Fr. Michel completed his doctoral
dissertation on the thought of the Muslim scholar Ibn Taymiyya and received
a Ph.D. in Islamic thought from the University of Chicago in 1978. In 1981,
he was appointed to the Asia Desk of the Vatican Pontifical Council for
Inter-religious Dialogue and in 1988, he became Head of the Office for Islam
in the same Vatican department. Since 1994, he has served as Executive
Secretary of the Office for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs of the
Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences in Bangkok, Thailand. Since
1996, he has been Director of the Jesuit Secretariat for Interreligious
Dialogue in Rome, Italy, and Ecumenical Secretary for the Federation of
Asian Bishops’ Conferences. At present, he is a Woodstock International
Fellow at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.

In his presentation, Fr. Michel shared the following key points:

«If we are going to engage in authentic dialogue we need to cultivate
PATIENCE and TRUST. The main reason for lack of dialogue is lack of
patience. Until there is trust, we will not go anywhere.

*A new view of dialogue is “A Way of Sharing Life.”

*The Teaching of the Church: “Evangelization and Dialogue is the work of
the Church.” People are looking for something to guide them, to give them
HOPE.”

*How we relate to all people in their own religion, how they dialogue, and
how they have met God is unique. In dialogue we are all enriched.
God is active in this. Here God is most at work with His people.

«John Paul Il indicated that “Our commitment to dialogue is irreversible.

We need to recognize that we are afraid of being hurt and that we are
fighting old battles. The teaching of the Church has been prophetic on this
topic of interreligious dialogue. During the 2nd Vatican Council it was noted
that: “The Church looks upon Muslims with esteem.”

*We have a common mission: Building Peace, Preservation of Moral
Values; Social Justice; and True Human Freedom.

*We need to move beyond the past to move together in this common
mission. We must be engaged in dialogue. Higher Education can assist
in helping us to be people of dialogue. We need to engage in dialogue on
several levels:

1. Dialogue of Life (Day by Day interaction on all levels)

2. Dialogue of Deeds (Action...working together)

3. Dialogue of Study (learning together)

4. Dialogue of Religious Experience (Sharing of experiences)

“The Catholic Church looks into the distance, beyond the confines of the Christian
horizon; how could she place limits on her love, if this very love is to be that of God
the Father who showers is favors upon everyone, and who so loved the world that for
it he gave his only Son? Look therefore beyond your own sphere and observe those
other religions that uphold the meaning and the concept of God as one, Creator,
provident, most high and transcendent, that worship God with acts of sincere piety
and upon whose beliefs and practices the principles of moral and social life are
founded.”

Interfaith Dialogue: A Catholic View (Fitzgerald and Borelli)

A group of Muslim students from the Ohio State University “Students for
Dialogue Group” joined the ODU community for this special lecture event.



