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Introduction 

The Academic Assessment Committee both refined existing processes and developed new assessment 

resources in 2014-2015. Program assessment processes were stabilized and include completion of the 

Program Assessment Survey (PAS) and the continuance of the Focus Group process. In addition, new 

resources, the Program Assessment Handbook and a summary form, Program Assessment Interview 

Form, were shared with faculty. Information on the website was updated. Committee members included 

Martha Armstrong, Rox Beard, Matt Conley, Karen Gray, Larry Masek, John Thistlethwaite, and Linda 

Wolf. 

Program Assessment-Focus Groups 

Ohio Dominican University’s current program assessment process was developed through participation in 

the Higher Learning Commission’s Assessment Academy. Academic programs document program-level 

assessment activities through completing an annual survey (PAS) and each program participates in a 

Focus Group Year on a rotating five-year cycle. In the Focus Year, program faculty meet several times 

per year with Academic Assessment Committee members and focus more sharply on program 

assessment. Program faculty design and complete specific assessment projects which are shared with 

faculty from the current year’s Focus Groups as well as the next year’s groups.  

In 2014-2015, Ohio Dominican started the second five-year cycle of the Focus Group process. On 

October 28, 2014, the 2013-2014 groups presented poster sessions outlining their assessment activities in 

the past year to each other as well as the 2014-2015 groups. During this meeting, Dr. Wolf discussed how 

the Focus process and assessment activities fit within the wider context of assessment and evaluation 

using the criteria adopted by the Higher Learning Commission. Faculty from the 2014-2015 groups 

indicated their discussions in this second cycle were deeper and broader. Faculty stated that they had a 

better understanding of what was needed. The 2014-2015 Focus Groups (Biology, Chemistry, Computer 

Science, Environmental Science, Exercise Science (B.S. and M.S.), Pre-Nursing, and Software 

Engineering) met additionally with the Assessment Committee on February 17, 2015. They will present 

posters on their assessment work on October 6, 2015 to the 2015-2016 Focus groups (Art, Art Education, 

Business Administration (B.S.), Communication Studies, Economics, and Insurance and Risk 

Management). (The Division of Business has requested that Finance and International Business be 

rescheduled due to the departure of faculty in these areas.) 

Program Assessment Surveys 

The Program Assessment Survey was revised in 2013-2014. Completed surveys were received from 34 

programs, an increase from the number submitted in 2013-2014. The Academic Assessment Committee 

discussed the need for a way to document the annual progress denoted on the yearly PAS forms. Karen 

Gray developed a summary form, the Program Assessment Interview Form, with feedback from the rest 

of the committee. This form captures essential program assessment information including the program 



mission statement, the student learning outcomes, program outcome course matrix, the program five-year 

plan, yearly assessment goals, and faculty participation. The form allows for faculty evaluation of each of 

these aspects and for comments to be noted. The form can be used to document program assessment 

activities over a five-year period, as well as identify a key faculty member for each year. Committee 

members met with program faculty to discuss the form, its relation to the PAS forms, and provide 

assistance in completing the form. 

Program Assessment Handbook 

The development of the Program Assessment Handbook was initiated in 2013-2014. During Fall 

Semester 2014, final revisions and formatting were completed. The Handbook was provided to the 2014-

2015 Focus Groups faculty, who reported that they found it helpful. The Handbook was placed in the 

Public folder of the Academic Assessment folder on the shared f-drive, so it is accessible for all faculty. 

Website 

Information on the university’s website was reviewed and updated. Program faculty were reminded to 

provide their mission statements and program student learning outcomes. These are listed under each 

academic program. 

Quality Initiative Project 

Ohio Dominican University’s Quality Initiative Project (QIP) was approved by the Higher Learning 

Commission in Summer 2014. The project proposal outlined a three-year plan to evaluate the student 

learning outcomes of the general education curriculum. A committee, comprised of current and past 

members of the Academic Assessment and Core Curriculum committees, was appointed and consulted 

throughout the year with the Academic Assessment and Core Curriculum committees. The QIP 

committee provided leadership for a Faculty Development workshop on November 14, 2014. In this 

session, faculty discussed the current student learning outcomes for the general education curriculum. 

Faculty identified what they saw as strengths and weaknesses, how the outcomes aligned to the 

university’s mission, and what outcomes might be missing. The QIP committee, in consultation with the 

Academic Assessment and Core Curriculum committees, used this faculty information and responses to a 

student survey to prepare a draft revision to the current student learning outcomes. The draft revision was 

presented to Faculty Senate on May 6, 2015. In 2015-2016, the committee will seek feedback regarding 

the draft revision, seek approval for the revised outcomes, and will proceed with gathering evidence 

regarding the extent to which students achieve the outcomes. 

Reaccreditation Initiatives 

Ohio Dominican University is slated to apply for reaccreditation from the Higher Learning Commission 

in 2017-2018. The Academic Assessment Committee discussed the process that was utilized for the last 

reaccreditation process and outlined a possible process to prepare for the submission of the Assurance 

Argument and associated site visit. 


