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Ohio Dominican University 

Academic Assessment Committee 

Annual Report: 2015-2016 

 

Introduction 

In 2015-2016, the Academic Assessment Committee (ACC) continued to provide leadership and 

support for program-level and course-level assessment processes. Assessment resources were 

updated and revised, including the Program Assessment Survey, the Program Assessment 

Summary Form, and the Course Assessment Form and additional resources were developed. 

After much discussion with the faculty and further revisions, the Ohio Dominican University 

Student Learning Outcomes (see Appendix A) were approved by Faculty Senate on February 10, 

2016. The Focus Group process continued to assist program faculty with their assessment 

initiatives. In preparation for the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) Reaccreditation visit in 

2017-2018, a HLC Reaccreditation Committee was formed with participation from the Academic 

Assessment Committee members. Five sub-committees were formed to address the five 

Assurance Argument criteria. ACC members were distributed across the sub-committees to 

enable them to act as liaisons to the AAC. In addition, the committee made preparations to 

provide a formatted template for the upcoming program review process to be completed by 

September 2017. The Committee included Martha Armstrong, Karen Gray, Larry Masek, Nicole 

Powell, Dianna Spycher, Kelsey Squire, Anjel Stough-Hunter, and Linda Wolf (Director). 

Program-Level Assessment 

Focus Groups 

The Committee continued the successful process of concentrating on a set of programs to receive 

targeted assistance and more in-depth focus on assessment. Program selection rotates on a five-

year cycle. The 2014-2015 Focus Group programs, Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, 

Environmental Science, Exercise Science (B.S. & M.S.), and Pre-Nursing, reported on their 

assessment efforts in the last five years and outlined their assessment plans for the next five years 

to the 2015-2016 Focus Group faculty on October 6, 2015. Programs in the 2015-2016 Focus 

Groups included Accounting, Art, Art Education, Business Administration (B.S.), 

Communication Studies, Economics, Insurance & Risk Management. The Division of Business 

requested that the Finance and International Business programs be included in the following year 

when there would be additional faculty in those areas. Power-point presentations by many of the 

2014-2015 Focus Groups were thorough and detailed, but required more presentation time.  

Program Assessment Surveys and Program Assessment Summary Forms 

The Committee continued to use the Program Assessment Survey to assist program faculty to 

delineate assessment goals for the year and to reflect on what was learned in the previous year. 

The Program Assessment Surveys were collected in Fall with a due date of November 13, 2015. 

Twenty-seven programs (66%) completed surveys in 2015-2016. The Committee reviewed the 
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use of the Program Assessment Summary Form instituted in the previous year. The process of 

sending the form to program faculty followed up by a meeting to discuss the needed information 

was effective. The form was revised and updated for use in 2015-2016. Revisions included a 

clarification of the KSD and Goals sections, the ability to add bulleted/numbered points within 

the text, and the addition of text to reflect what had been done with the gathered information (to 

close the loop). Response rates in 2015-2016 were not as successful and seemed dependent on 

faculty and committee members’ engagement.  

Course-Level Assessment 

Faculty were asked to complete Course Assessment Forms after teaching courses. This form was 

revised at the end of the year to include the new Student Learning Outcomes for use in 2016-

2017. An effort was made to educate part-time faculty on the use of the form and to collect these. 

In 2015-2016, 42 full-time and 25 part-time faculty completed 246 forms. The Committee also 

discussed the need for additional faculty development around assessment terms and what were 

appropriate measures of learning outcomes, especially for new faculty. A new handout will be 

developed to clarify assessment terms and opportunities to further faculty development. 

Undergraduate Student Learning Outcomes 

As part of the HLC Quality Initiative Project, the faculty started a revision of the Undergraduate 

Student Learning Outcomes in 2014-2015 which resulted in a draft revision of the outcomes 

being presented at Faculty Senate in Spring 2015. In Fall Semester 2015, the Committee, (in 

conjunction with the Quality Initiative Project Committee) hosted Open Faculty Sessions to seek 

feedback on the draft outcomes. A subsequent draft of the outcomes was submitted, revised, and 

approved by the Undergraduate Committee on Curriculum and Academic Policies. Additional 

discussion and revisions were made after the draft was presented to Faculty Senate. An 

additional outcome, Imaginative & Creative Inquiry, was included and the language was revised 

in the Learning in the Catholic and Dominican Tradition outcome. The outcomes were approved 

and adopted by the Faculty Senate on February 10, 2016. 

Website 

The Committee reviewed the website content and made suggestions for revisions. No changes 

were made due to turnover in web developer staff and the migration of content to a new site. 

This will continue to be an objective for the 2016-2017 academic year. 

 Higher Learning Commission Reaccreditation Process 

The University is slated for reaccreditation review in 2017-2018. The dates for a site visit were 

set for March 26-27, 2018. In preparation for this visit and the development of an Assurance 

Argument, a committee consisting of faculty, staff, and administrators was appointed in 

December 2015. The HLC Reaccreditation Committee met for its initial meeting and received its 

charge from President Cimbolic on November 13, 2015. Five subcommittees were formed to 

address each of the five Assurance Argument Criteria. Members of the Academic Assessment 

Committee were distributed amongst the five subcommittees, so that they could act as liaisons 

from each subcommittee to the AAC. 
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Program Review 

Parallel to the development of the Assurance Argument, a program review process is slated for 

Spring 2017. AAC members reviewed the content and format used in the last review process and 

made recommendations for a new binder template to be developed in 2016-2017. 

 

Submitted by Linda G. Wolf, Ph.D. 

 

Appendix A 

 

Ohio Dominican University Learning Outcomes  

for Degree-Seeking Undergraduate Students 

 

ODU prepares students for professions and lifelong learning through a comprehensive liberal arts 

education in the Catholic and Dominican tradition. 

Broad and Integrative Knowledge  

Students connect different areas of knowledge, and they use their knowledge to address major questions, 

including the questions of the core seminars: 

What does it mean to be human? 

What is the common good? 

What is justice? 

What truths have we learned? 

Specialized Knowledge 

Students demonstrate an understanding of a specialization or major field of study. Learning outcomes are 

specific to the major or specialization. 

Intellectual Skills 

 Analytic inquiry 

Students differentiate and evaluate theories and approaches to selected complex problems. 

 

 Using information resources 

Students locate, evaluate, use and properly cite multiple information resources across media. Students 

generate information through inquiry and utilize it in academic work. 

 

 Engaging diverse perspectives 

Students present reasoned analyses of issues and demonstrate consideration of competing views. 

 

 Moral and ethical reasoning  
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Students identify the premises that support different ethical judgments, and they use rational 

argumentation to defend their ethical judgments. 

 

 Quantitative reasoning 

Students understand and employ quantitative analysis to describe and solve problems. 

 

 Communicating effectively 

Students develop coherent arguments or narratives for a variety of audiences and purposes via oral, 

written and visual modes. 

 

 Imaginative and creative inquiry 

Students understand and appreciate the creative expressions of the human condition. 

 

Applied and Collaborative Learning 

Students apply knowledge and skills to address problems through scientific inquiry, creative and other 

methods, both individually and collaboratively.  

Civil and Global Learning 

Students demonstrate an understanding of the complexities of an interconnected world, and look beyond 

individual and local interests to identify and evaluate the social, ethical and political responsibilities of 

global citizenship. 

Learning within the Catholic and Dominican Tradition 

Students are committed to seeking truth throughout their lives and to serving others. Students articulate 

the ways that Catholic and Dominican thinkers have answered major questions with a special 

consideration of God’s self-revelation in Christ and creation. 

 

Approved by the Faculty Senate-February 10, 2016 

 

 


