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The Mission of Ohio Dominican University
As a Catholic liberal arts university in the Dominican tradition, Ohio  
Dominican University is guided in its educational mission by the  
Dominican motto: to contemplate truth and to share with others the  
fruits of this contemplation.

Ohio Dominican educates individuals committed to intellectual, spiritual  
and professional growth, who develop into lifelong learners, serving  
others in a global society. They in turn become ethical and effective  
leaders grounded in the pursuit of truth, justice and peace.



Ohio Dominican is a Catholic University
While Ohio Dominican’s orientation is Catholic, it does not mean students 
must be Catholic to enroll here. Rather, the university honors all faith 
traditions that embrace human dignity and search for truth at its deepest 
level. Catholic means that impelled by the example of Jesus Christ, and the 
Gospel, Ohio Dominican brings all the inspiration, the values and principles, 
and its ideals and practices to bear on all its functions and activities. There 
is at ODU a dedication to academic excellence and teaching instruction, a 
pledge to develop community, a call to action and service, and a living out 
of the Gospel mandate to proclaim the Good News.

To assist in its effort to integrate learning with life, ODU embraces the six 
principles of the Catholic Intellectual Life:  

• Respect for the compatibility of faith and reason;
• The universality of truth and beauty in all times, cultures and peoples;
• A non-elitist approach to life;
• The continuity of persons and community;
• The integration of knowledge and action as the basis of wisdom; and
• A respect for the Church and Her Center, Jesus Christ.



Catholic Social Teachings
Ohio Dominican is proud to promote and foster the Catholic Social Teachings of 
the Church, which are a rich treasure of wisdom around building a just society 
and living lives of holiness in the midst of the challenges of modern living. The 
depth and richness can best be understood through a tradition of papal, conciliar,  
and episcopal documents. What follows are the key themes at the heart of  
Catholic Social Teachings: 

• Life and dignity of the human person
• Call to family, community, and participation
• Rights and responsibilities
• Option for the poor and vulnerable
• The dignity and rights of workers
• Solidarity
• Care for God’s creation

ODU is Guided by the Dominican Charism
The unique charism, or gift of God to the Dominican Order, is to preach the truth 
pursued through study and contemplation, and express it in words with such  
passion that it will make difference in the hearts and lives of people.



Veritas: A word commonly used to mean that a Dominican student is on an insatiable 
search for truth. 

The Dominican Order’s mandate to all its followers:
To Praise Laudare (Pray and be thankful.)
To Bless Benedicere (Respect creation as blessing.)
To Preach Praedicare (Be a voice for others.)

Ohio Dominican’s Core Values
Dominic’s vision for how to be effective preachers of truth is summarized into four 
themes, or core values, on which Ohio Dominican focuses its life and work. They are  
commonly referred to as core values and respond to four compelling questions:

1. What does it mean to be human? This affirms the conviction that each person  
is made in the image and likeness of God, and is valued for individual gifts, talents 
and abilities.

2. What is the common good? Each person is part of a community that ensures 
human flourishing beyond Ohio Dominican, extending to local, state, national and 
international communities.

3. What is the call to justice? At the heart of each community and the whole human 
family is the question, “How then do I live?”

4. What truths have students learned at ODU that can be used throughout  
their lives to demonstrate ethical leadership, character, compassion and 
Ohio Dominican’s belief that TRUTH is synonymous with God?

Four Pillars of Dominican Life
The Pillars of Dominican Life are four pathways in which a student is grounded and 
grows throughout the four-year educational process: 

1. Prayer: Grow in a spiritual relationship with God, self and creation.
2. Study: Seek truth with an emphasis on quality/dignity of the human person.
3. Community: Live with others in peace and harmony to heal the world. Be together 

for study, for fun and for refining and clarifying ideas and values. Community also 
implies support, friendship, reaching out to others, and even challenging one another 
when it seems right.

4. Service: Seek out ways of doing street ministry, being attuned with the signs of the 
time and the needs, and giving back to others through the talents and knowledge one 
has been given.



Disputatio 
From the very beginning, Dominicans prized disputed 
questions as a pedagogical tool useful in helping students 
to think more deeply about challenging intellectual  
and practical problems. This method is referred to in 
Dominican institutions as disputatio–seeking to resolve 
difficult questions and issues by finding the truth in each 
person’s perspective. There are three distinct elements in the process of this method of 
discovering truth: asking questions; engaging in conversation that contributes  
to the search for truth; and silence and prayer (contemplation).

Ohio Dominican University’s Logo
The Ohio Dominican University logo consists of the name of the university and the date 
it was founded around the shield. At the center of the shield is the 
flame. The colors of Ohio Dominican are white, black and gold, 
which are the colors of the Dominican Order and the Papacy.  
The black and white colors signify the university’s tie to the  
800-year-old tradition of the Order of Preachers, whose members 
are known for their commitment to a life of study and service 
through excellence in preaching and teaching the Word. The 
inclusion of the papal gold signifies the university’s service to the 
Church. The flame, superimposed upon a field of white, carries 
several meanings. Just as light enables sight, a liberal education enables insight and  
human development. As an institution of higher education, the university offers to all 
sincere seekers of truth the chance to do so through the liberating education it offers. 

History
Ohio Dominican University has a long history and can boast of many graduates who  
have become leaders of their profession in Central Ohio and throughout the world. The 
Dominican Sisters of St. Mary of the Springs (now the Dominican Sisters of Peace) 
founded the university in 1911 to educate young women to be teachers. Over the years, 
ODU has expanded and evolved in many directions, and yet today, over 110 years later, 
Ohio Dominican still maintains its original dream of providing relevant preparation for life. 
The Sisters continue to contribute to the vibrant life of the learning community through 
teaching and providing leadership for Mission and Identity, Campus Ministry and overall 
evangelization. So it is noted that as Dominic from the beginning sent his preachers to 



the great university centers of Europe to study 
and learn about the world that was emerging and 
growing in developing Europe, so today’s students 
study and contemplate how they must respond to 
the needs of a constantly changing society, both by 
word and example.

Office of Mission and Identity
The Office of the Vice President for Mission and Identity is charged with coordinating 
and facilitating the universitywide process of sustaining, enhancing and promoting 
the distinctive mission of Ohio Dominican as a Catholic, Dominican and liberal arts 
university to enable administration, faculty, staff and students to engage in the  
common mission of seeking truth and spreading it throughout the world. 

Center for Dominican Studies 
Established in 2004, the Center for Dominican Studies is sponsored by the Office  
of Mission and Identity. It has established three goals:

1. To promote the Dominican charism;
2. To provide the meaning and value of a Dominican education; and
3. To serve as a public voice at the university and in the civic community regarding  

issues of importance to the Church, culture and society.

Campus Ministry Department  
The Campus Ministry department operates in conjunction with, and under the  
supervision of the Office of Mission and Identity. The department is Catholic in its 
identity and tradition, the distinction which makes clear that it embraces the values, 
principles and practices of the Catholic Church, and takes every opportunity to pass 
them on to others through its programs and policies, and leadership development 
initiatives. The ideal structure dictates the department is staffed with a full-time 
qualified, certified pastorally sensitive campus ministry director who functions as a 
guide for a full liturgical life on campus and relates to present-day students in their 
sometimes confused way of understanding religion or faith life, or both.  

A separate companion document details the departmental operating standards of  
a framework on which student faith and spiritual life is nurtured and grows.
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Founded by the Dominican Sisters of Peace.


